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WELCOME

FOR MOST OF recorded
history, people have
wondered what Earth
would look like from up
high. Socrates imagined
something not a million
miles away from a football:
“The world, when viewed
from above, resembles
a ball sewn from twelve
pieces of skin,” he wrote
around 2400 years ago.

[t wasn't until 1946 that
a camera at last captured
views of Earth from
space. It was mounted on

a V-2 - a missile developed
by the Germans in World
War |l and captured by

the Americans. Launched
from New Mexico, it took
its picture from an altitude
of 105km.

Before long, rockets
were regularly carrying
payloads into orbit and
1959 saw the first satellite
image taken from space. A
blurred, black-and-white
picture of the Pacific
Ocean, the Explorer 6
photo is a far cry from the
colourful, high-resolution
images you'll find in this
special issue of Focus.
From volcanoes, storms
and rivers to cities and
the remarkable extent
of human impact, these
images reveal a panoply
of activity on Earth.

My favourite photos
show Earth at night; whole
continents that never
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sleep. It's a reminder of
just how much of the
globe we've covered with
infrastructure in order
to sustain intelligent life
on our planet.

| often wonder what
Earth will look like in 50
years' time. Will even more
of the planet’s surface
glow and twinkle with
artificial light? Or will our
desire to conserve energy
plunge us into darkness
once more? Only time
will tell, but for now, sit
back and enjoy what only
astronauts have seen
with their own eyes: our
home, whole.

Graham Southorn,
Editor
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